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when requesting performance data
from recipients.

§ 1260.152 Financial reporting.

(a) When funds are advanced to re-
cipients, each recipient is required to
submit the SF 272, Report of Federal
Cash Transactions, and, when nec-
essary, its continuation sheet, SF 272a.
NASA uses this report to monitor cash
advanced to the recipient and obtain
disbursement information for each
agreement with the recipient.

(b) NASA requires forecasts of the re-
cipient’s cash requirements for each of
the four months following the quarter
being reported, in the ‘‘Remarks’’ sec-
tion of the report. There will be a
phase-in term for NASA adoption of an
automated 272 system not requiring
the forecast estimates. It is anticipated
that this forecast requirement will be
deleted no later than October 1, 2001.

(c) Recipients are required to submit
the original of the report to the Finan-
cial Management Office of the NASA
Center which issued the agreement 15
working days following the end of each
Federal fiscal quarter. Copies will be
furnished to the appropriate grant offi-
cer.

§ 1260.153 Retention and access re-
quirements for records.

(a) This section sets forth require-
ments for record retention and access
to records for awards to recipients.
NASA shall not impose any other
record retention or access require-
ments upon recipients.

(b) Financial records, supporting doc-
uments, statistical records, and all
other records pertinent to an award
shall be retained for a period of three
years from the date of submission of
the final expenditure report or, for
awards that are renewed quarterly or
annually, from the date of the submis-
sion of the quarterly or annual finan-
cial report, as authorized by NASA.
The only exceptions are the following.

(1) If any litigation, claim, or audit is
started before the expiration of the
three-year period, the records shall be
retained until all litigation, claims or
audit findings involving the records
have been resolved and final action
taken.

(2) Records for real property and
equipment acquired with Federal funds
shall be retained for 3 years after final
disposition.

(3) When records are transferred to or
maintained by NASA, the 3-year reten-
tion requirement is not applicable to
the recipient

(4) Indirect cost rate proposals, cost
allocations plans, etc. as specified in
§ 1260.153(g).

(c) NASA authorizes that copies of
original records may be substituted for
the original records.

(d) NASA shall request transfer of
certain records to its custody from re-
cipients when it determines that the
records possess long term retention
value. However, in order to avoid dupli-
cate record keeping, NASA may make
arrangements for recipients to retain
any records that are continuously
needed for joint use.

(e) NASA, the Inspector General,
Comptroller General of the United
States, or any of their duly authorized
representatives, have the right of time-
ly and unrestricted access to any
books, documents, papers, or other
records of recipients that are pertinent
to the awards, in order to make audits,
examinations, excerpts, transcripts and
copies of such documents. This right
also includes timely and reasonable ac-
cess to a recipient’s personnel for the
purpose of interview and discussion re-
lated to such documents. The rights of
access in this paragraph are not lim-
ited to the required retention period,
but shall last as long as records are re-
tained.

(f) Unless required by statute, NASA
shall place no restrictions on recipients
that limit public access to the records
of recipients that are pertinent to an
award, except when NASA can dem-
onstrate that such records shall be
kept confidential and would have been
exempted from disclosure pursuant to
the Freedom of Information Act (5
U.S.C. 552) if the records had belonged
to NASA.

(g) Indirect cost rate proposals, cost
allocations plans, etc. Paragraphs (g)(1)
and (g)(2) of this section apply to the
following types of documents, and their
supporting records: Indirect cost rate
computations or proposals, cost alloca-
tion plans, and any similar accounting
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